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…My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest
EXODUS 33:14
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THANK YOU FOR
PARTNERING WITH US!
We are excited to offer our daily reading journals as a way for people (like
you!) to connect with God through the daily reading of Scripture. 

Your payment of $5 helps offset the related costs and enables us to provide this
resource to those who may not purchase it on their own. For your convenience,
you can pay for your journal by scanning the QR code below. You can also
bring cash or check to the church at 777 Carmichael Road, Hudson, WI.



THIS GUIDE
BELONGS TO:



Parenting is one of life’s greatest joys and one of its hardest challenges. Every
day, you’re shaping the hearts and minds of little image-bearers of God — a
task far more profound than managing behavior or keeping schedules.
Parenting is, at its core, a Spirit-led mission: an opportunity to point your
children to Jesus, to reflect his love, his truth, and his grace, and to experience
the gospel in your own heart as you guide theirs.

This series, Gospel Parenting: Raising Kids in Light of the Gospel, is designed
to help parents do exactly that. Over the next five weeks, our goal is to see
how the gospel informs every aspect of parenting — from authority and
control to rest and mercy. We’ll see how biblical truth equips us to lead our
children as fellow sinners in need of the same Redeemer we follow.

Each week, in this Daily Reading Guide, you will read about a character from
the Bible whose life exemplifies the principles that we’re studying on Sunday
morning. These characters were chosen to illustrate how God “parents” his
people; how wisdom is formed in the heart, and how God’s mercy meets
ordinary people in everyday life.

Here’s an overview of what we’ll read together:
Week One: Calling and Grace – Moses
Week Two: Character and Foolishness – Samson
Week Three: Law and Heart Change – King Josiah
Week Four: Authority – Samuel and Eli
Week Five: Rest and Mercy – Ruth
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As you read each day, ask the Spirit to soften your heart, strengthen your
resolve, and renew your hope. This isn’t just a reading plan—it’s an invitation
to see your parenting through the lens of God’s Word, to rest in his presence,
and to experience his grace in the very places you feel weak or overwhelmed.

Parenting is hard. But you are not alone. The God who calls you to this work is
with you, and he is faithful to supply everything you need as you point your
children to Jesus.

…My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest
Exodus 33:14
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Whether you’ve read the Bible for years or this is your very first time opening
it up for yourself, this journal is designed to help you meet with God
personally in his word. To help you do that, we’re using a simple and proven
approach called SOAP. It’s an easy-to-follow guide to help you slow down,
listen, and interact personally with God in his Word. Here’s how it works:

Write out a short verse, phrase or theme that stood out to you in your reading.
Make a note about why you think that phrase or verse is impacting you today.
Writing it down helps you slow down and focus.

What observations can you make about the passage? This could be notes about
the people in the passage, places, or what happens. It’s also helpful to write
down questions
about anything that’s initially confusing or that you don’t understand. Then
you can reflect on, explore, or examine those questions more deeply. If you
aren’t sure what to
write, here are a few questions that are always helpful to ask when you’re
reading the Bible:

What am I learning about God – his character, actions and glory?
What is God doing in this passage?
What am I learning about myself and humanity? What are we like apart
from God’s grace?
Who are we as a result of what God has done in Jesus? What is true about
me now?

SOAP
INTRODUCING

S – SCRIPTURE

O – OBSERVATION
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What is God speaking to me about today? Is there a command to obey? A
promise to trust? A warning to heed? An encouragement to receive? What will
I need from God to
respond in faith today?

Talk to God about what you’ve read. Ask for his help, thank him, or simply
respond to
what he’s shown you.

Don’t worry about getting it perfect —just show up each day, read and respond
to God. You don’t have to be a Bible expert. Just let God meet you here.

A - APPLICATION

P - PRAYER
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HOW THIS READING
PLAN WORKS
If this is the first time that you’ve attempted to read the Bible on a regular
basis, this is our challenge: set aside 20 minutes every day. Find a place where
you can:

Sit down and not be disturbed.
Put your phone and smart watch in another room.
Have a Bible, your SOAP Journal and pen in hand. 

Ideally, this is at a time in the day when you’re reasonably “fresh” and awake.
Get that first cup of coffee going, but don’t open your newsfeed or phone yet.
Let this be the first thing on your agenda. If your kids are old enough to
understand, let them know that you need 20 minutes to spend time with the
Lord and that this is important to you. This is a great opportunity to set an
example that may encourage their own love for God’s word.

We’ve created this journal with a daily (Monday-Saturday) reading. On
Sundays, there will be a note page for the Sunday sermon. If you miss a day,
don’t sweat it. Don’t worry about “catching up.” This isn’t a homework
assignment or something to check off your to-do list. Meeting with God in his
word is a gift - it’s about a daily encounter with God. If you miss a day (or
ten!), just pick up the reading for that day.

You’ll notice that on Sundays, there’s no reading plan – just a page for taking
notes during the sermon.

10

Finally, the best way to get the most out of this experience is to be sure that
you have an opportunity to talk with a friend about it every week. This is
typically the difference between people who “make it” and stick with a reading
plan, and those who don’t. If you’re in a Missional Community or Small
Group, bring your SOAP Journals and compare notes. If you’re not, find a
friend today, set a weekly meeting time and agree to get together during this
reading challenge. You won’t regret it.



Old Testament narratives are some of the most interesting and memorable
parts of Scripture. They introduce real people with real struggles, faith, and
failures. These stories are not fables, myths or moral lessons—they are about
God’s redemptive work in history through real people. They give us a window
into God’s heart and they prepare the way for Christ.

As you read, keep these principles in mind:

1. NARRATIVES TELL US WHAT DID HAPPEN, NOT ALWAYS
WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN
Biblical stories are descriptive more often than prescriptive. Just because a
character does something does not mean God wants you to imitate it. Abraham
lies. Gideon doubts. Samson self-destructs. David sins spectacularly. The point
is not, “Be like them,” but “Watch how God redeems these situations and
works through flawed people.”

2. GOD IS THE MAIN CHARACTER 
Moses, Samson, Josiah, Samuel, and Ruth appear in the story, but God is
always central. Watch what he does, what he says, how he responds, and how
he keeps his promises. The narrative is designed to show his faithful work,
even through flawed people.

3. OBSERVE THE CHARACTERS’ HEARTS 
People are complex—faithful one moment, foolish the next. Ask what
motivates them, what fears or desires drive them, and how God shapes or
confronts their hearts. Pay attention to dialogue and descriptions. The authors
of Old Testament narrative had to be extremely selective in what details they
chose to include and not include, so every description of a character of
dialogue is an invitation to understand the character more deeply. These stories
reveal spiritual dynamics beneath the surface events.

OLD TESTAMENT
NARRATIVE

A NOTE ON READING
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4. FOLLOW THE STORY AND LOOK FOR PATTERNS 
Most narratives move from conflict, to complication, to climax, to resolution.
Notice repeated words, contrasts, and authorial cues. Patterns often emerge:
God raises the weak, sin spirals without grace, God rescues despite
unworthiness, and faith is costly but rewarded.

SUMMARY 
Old Testament narratives show who God is, how He works, and how his grace
meets real people. Read slowly, notice God’s character, and pay attention to
how God “parents” his people.

For a great summary of how to read about Biblical characters, check out this
helpful video from The Bible Project:

12



WEEK 1
SERMON NOTES
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 2026

SPEAKER:

SCRIPTURE: 

MAIN POINTS OR OUTLINE

OBSERVATIONS

EACH SUNDAY, WE GATHER TO HEAR FROM GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND IN FAITH.
THIS GUIDE IS MEANT TO HELP YOU ENGAGE WITH WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING
THROUGH HIS WORD.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN IDEAS FROM TODAY’S READING AND MESSAGE?

WHAT STOOD OUT IN THE READING OR TEACHING? WHAT WORDS, PHRASES, OR IDEAS
CAUGHT YOUR ATTENTION?
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GOSPEL CONNECTION
HOW DOES THIS TEACHING POINT TO JESUS? HOW AM I BEING ENCOURAGED TO
LOVE AND TRUST CHRIST RATHER THAN MYSELF OR SOMETHING ELSE? HOW DOES
THE GOSPEL BRING HOPE, CORRECTION, OR RENEWAL?

MY RESPONSE
WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT ASKING ME TO BELIEVE, REPENT OF, OR DO IN RESPONSE
TO THIS MESSAGE?

SMALL GROUP/FAMILY DISCUSSION
SUGGESTIONS

HEAD — WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
What new perspective did you gain from the sermon or reading?
Did this challenge your understanding of God or the Christian life?

HEART — WHAT MOVED OR CHALLENGED YOU?
How did the message speak to your emotions or desires?
Was there a moment where you felt the Spirit prompting you to trust or
repent?

HANDS — WHAT WILL YOU DO?
What specific action or next step will you take in response this week?
How might the teaching this week impact a relationship, your work, or
how you relate to God this week?
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This week we begin with Moses, one of Scripture’s most memorable leaders,
to explore the theme of calling and grace. Moses’ life reminds us that God
often calls ordinary, flawed, and fearful people to extraordinary purposes—and
that his grace is always what makes their work possible.

When God called Moses from the burning bush, Moses felt inadequate,
unprepared, and afraid. He questioned, hesitated, and even tried to argue his
way out of God’s plan. Yet God’s response was simple and profound: “I will
be with you” (Exodus 3:12). God does not call us based on our abilities, but on
his power and presence. Parenting, like Moses’ calling, is not about relying on
your strength; it is about walking in God’s grace as you shepherd the next
generation.

As you read this week, watch for:
How God calls and equips Moses despite his fears
How God’s presence empowers him to lead, teach, and act
How God’s grace shapes not just what Moses does, but who he becomes

Notice that God’s calling and grace are always relational: he meets Moses
where he is, addresses his doubts, and strengthens him step by step. This is the
same grace that sustains us today.

CALLING AND GRACE
WEEK ONE

MOSES

…I will be with you
Exodus 3:12
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PRAY
Thank you God, for calling and equipping Moses to love and lead your people.
Open my eyes to see your sufficiency for all that you have called me to do as
well.
READ
Exodus 3:1-15

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 1
DAY 1
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 09, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for calling and equipping Moses to love and lead your people.
Open my eyes to see your sufficiency for all that you have called me to do as
well.
READ
Exodus 4:1-17

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 1
DAY 2
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for calling and equipping Moses to love and lead your people.
Open my eyes to see your sufficiency for all that you have called me to do as
well.

READ
Exodus 5:1-13; 5:20-6:13

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 1
DAY 3
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for calling and equipping Moses to love and lead your people.
Open my eyes to see your sufficiency for all that you have called me to do as
well.

READ
Exodus 17:1-7

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 1
DAY 4
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for calling and equipping Moses to love and lead your people.
Open my eyes to see your sufficiency for all that you have called me to do as
well.

READ
Exodus 32:1-24

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 1
DAY 5
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for calling and equipping Moses to love and lead your people.
Open my eyes to see your sufficiency for all that you have called me to do as
well.

READ
Exodus 33:12 - 34:8

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 1
DAY 6
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2026
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WEEK 2
SERMON NOTES
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026

SPEAKER:

SCRIPTURE: 

MAIN POINTS OR OUTLINE

OBSERVATIONS

EACH SUNDAY, WE GATHER TO HEAR FROM GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND IN FAITH.
THIS GUIDE IS MEANT TO HELP YOU ENGAGE WITH WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING
THROUGH HIS WORD.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN IDEAS FROM TODAY’S READING AND MESSAGE?

WHAT STOOD OUT IN THE READING OR TEACHING? WHAT WORDS, PHRASES, OR IDEAS
CAUGHT YOUR ATTENTION?
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GOSPEL CONNECTION
HOW DOES THIS TEACHING POINT TO JESUS? HOW AM I BEING ENCOURAGED TO
LOVE AND TRUST CHRIST RATHER THAN MYSELF OR SOMETHING ELSE? HOW DOES
THE GOSPEL BRING HOPE, CORRECTION, OR RENEWAL?

MY RESPONSE
WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT ASKING ME TO BELIEVE, REPENT OF, OR DO IN RESPONSE
TO THIS MESSAGE?

SMALL GROUP/FAMILY DISCUSSION
SUGGESTIONS
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HEAD — WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
What new perspective did you gain from the sermon or reading?
Did this challenge your understanding of God or the Christian life?

HEART — WHAT MOVED OR CHALLENGED YOU?
How did the message speak to your emotions or desires?
Was there a moment where you felt the Spirit prompting you to trust or
repent?

HANDS — WHAT WILL YOU DO?
What specific action or next step will you take in response this week?
How might the teaching this week impact a relationship, your work, or
how you relate to God this week?



This week we turn to Samson, one of the most famous figures in the book of
Judges, to explore the theme of character and foolishness. Samson’s life is a
striking example of how God’s purposes are accomplished even through
flawed, impulsive, and undisciplined people—and how sin and foolishness can
derail even the most promising beginnings.

From the start, Samson had everything going for him. He was set apart for
God’s service from birth, called to be a Nazirite (someone completely set apart
for God’s service) and empowered by the Spirit. Yet he consistently pursued
his own desires over God’s ways, often acting in impulsive and selfish ways.
His story reminds us that parenting is not just about correcting behavior, but
about shaping character—both in ourselves and in our children. Incredible
gifts and even an incredible calling cannot compensate for hearts given over to
foolishness. The internal work of character matters.

As you read Judges this week, pay attention to:
How Samson’s desires and impulses repeatedly lead him into trouble
How God still accomplishes his purposes despite Samson’s foolishness
How consequences of foolish choices impact Samson and those around
him

Samson’s story challenges us to examine our own hearts. What patterns of
foolishness or self-interest interfere with the shaping of our character? How
can we rely on God’s Spirit, not merely our own effort, to cultivate wisdom
and integrity in our homes?

CHARACTER AND
FOOLISHNESS

WEEK TWO

SAMSON

Out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something
sweet.
Judges 14:14
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HERE’S A GREAT INTRODUCTORY
VIDEO TO THE BOOK OF JUDGES
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PRAY
Thank you God, for time in your word today. Help me see the ways that our
desires and impulses lead us astray. Give me wisdom, self-control, and power
grow in godliness.
READ
Judges 13:1-25

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 2
DAY 1
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for time in your word today. Help me see the ways that our
desires and impulses lead us astray. Give me wisdom, self-control, and power
grow in godliness.

READ
Judges 14:1-20

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 2
DAY 2
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for time in your word today. Help me see the ways that our
desires and impulses lead us astray. Give me wisdom, self-control, and power
grow in godliness.

READ
Judges 15:1-20

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 2
DAY 3
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for time in your word today. Help me see the ways that our
desires and impulses lead us astray. Give me wisdom, self-control, and power
grow in godliness.

READ
Judges 16:1-22

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 2
DAY 4
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for time in your word today. Help me see the ways that our
desires and impulses lead us astray. Give me wisdom, self-control, and power
grow in godliness.

READ
Judges 16:23-31

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 2
DAY 5
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2026
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PRAY
Thank you God, for time in your word today. Help me see the ways that our
desires and impulses lead us astray. Give me wisdom, self-control, and power
grow in godliness.

READ
Proverbs 3:1-12

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 2
DAY 6
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2026
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WEEK 3
SERMON NOTES
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026

SPEAKER:

SCRIPTURE: 

MAIN POINTS OR OUTLINE

OBSERVATIONS

EACH SUNDAY, WE GATHER TO HEAR FROM GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND IN FAITH.
THIS GUIDE IS MEANT TO HELP YOU ENGAGE WITH WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING
THROUGH HIS WORD.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN IDEAS FROM TODAY’S READING AND MESSAGE?

WHAT STOOD OUT IN THE READING OR TEACHING? WHAT WORDS, PHRASES, OR IDEAS
CAUGHT YOUR ATTENTION?
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GOSPEL CONNECTION
HOW DOES THIS TEACHING POINT TO JESUS? HOW AM I BEING ENCOURAGED TO
LOVE AND TRUST CHRIST RATHER THAN MYSELF OR SOMETHING ELSE? HOW DOES
THE GOSPEL BRING HOPE, CORRECTION, OR RENEWAL?

MY RESPONSE
WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT ASKING ME TO BELIEVE, REPENT OF, OR DO IN RESPONSE
TO THIS MESSAGE?

SMALL GROUP/FAMILY DISCUSSION
SUGGESTIONS
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HEAD — WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
What new perspective did you gain from the sermon or reading?
Did this challenge your understanding of God or the Christian life?

HEART — WHAT MOVED OR CHALLENGED YOU?
How did the message speak to your emotions or desires?
Was there a moment where you felt the Spirit prompting you to trust or
repent?

HANDS — WHAT WILL YOU DO?
What specific action or next step will you take in response this week?
How might the teaching this week impact a relationship, your work, or
how you relate to God this week?



This week we turn to King Josiah, a young king in Judah who demonstrates
the transformative power of God’s Word when it is embraced by a willing
heart. Josiah’s story reminds us that the law is not simply about rules to follow
—it is God’s guide to shape our hearts, align our desires with his, and lead us
in paths of life.

When Josiah discovered the Book of the Law in the temple, he responded with
humility, repentance, and action. He tore his robes in sorrow, acknowledged
his nation’s sin, and committed himself to restore God’s ways. His example
shows that heart change is always more than external compliance; it is an
inward turning toward God that flows into every decision and every part of
life.

As you read 2 Chronicles this week, watch for:
How God’s Word exposes sin, calls to repentance, and brings renewal
How Josiah responds not just with outward obedience but with
wholehearted devotion
How genuine heart change affects his leadership and the life of the nation

Josiah’s life challenges us to consider our own hearts. Are we responding to
God’s Word with humility and openness? How can we allow his law to shape
our character and guide the hearts of our children?

LAW AND HEART
CHANGE

WEEK THREE

KING JOSIAH

…for his heart was fully committed to the Lord, and he worked
wholeheartedly...
2 Kings 23:25
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HERE’S A GREAT INTRODUCTORY VIDEO
TO THE BOOK OF 1&2 CHRONICLES



PRAY
Father thank you for your word. As I read, teach me what it means to have an
undivided heart.

READ
2 Chronicles 34:1-7

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 3
DAY 1
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2026
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PRAY
Father thank you for your word. As I read, teach me what it means to have an
undivided heart.

READ
2 Chronicles 34:8-21

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 3
DAY 2
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026
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PRAY
Father thank you for your word. As I read, teach me what it means to have an
undivided heart.

READ
2 Chronicles 34:22-33

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 3
DAY 3
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026
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PRAY
Father thank you for your word. As I read, teach me what it means to have an
undivided heart.

READ
2 Chronicles 35:1-9, 16-19

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 3
DAY 4
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026
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PRAY
Father thank you for your word. As I read, teach me what it means to have an
undivided heart.

READ
2 Chronicles 35:20-27

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 3
DAY 5
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026
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PRAY
Father thank you for your word. As I read, teach me what it means to have an
undivided heart.

READ
Proverbs 9:1-18

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 3
DAY 6
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026
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WEEK 4
SERMON NOTES
SUNDAY, MARCH 01, 2026

SPEAKER:

SCRIPTURE: 

MAIN POINTS OR OUTLINE

OBSERVATIONS

EACH SUNDAY, WE GATHER TO HEAR FROM GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND IN FAITH.
THIS GUIDE IS MEANT TO HELP YOU ENGAGE WITH WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING
THROUGH HIS WORD.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN IDEAS FROM TODAY’S READING AND MESSAGE?

WHAT STOOD OUT IN THE READING OR TEACHING? WHAT WORDS, PHRASES, OR IDEAS
CAUGHT YOUR ATTENTION?
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GOSPEL CONNECTION
HOW DOES THIS TEACHING POINT TO JESUS? HOW AM I BEING ENCOURAGED TO
LOVE AND TRUST CHRIST RATHER THAN MYSELF OR SOMETHING ELSE? HOW DOES
THE GOSPEL BRING HOPE, CORRECTION, OR RENEWAL?

MY RESPONSE
WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT ASKING ME TO BELIEVE, REPENT OF, OR DO IN RESPONSE
TO THIS MESSAGE?

SMALL GROUP/FAMILY DISCUSSION
SUGGESTIONS
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HEAD — WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
What new perspective did you gain from the sermon or reading?
Did this challenge your understanding of God or the Christian life?

HEART — WHAT MOVED OR CHALLENGED YOU?
How did the message speak to your emotions or desires?
Was there a moment where you felt the Spirit prompting you to trust or
repent?

HANDS — WHAT WILL YOU DO?
What specific action or next step will you take in response this week?
How might the teaching this week impact a relationship, your work, or
how you relate to God this week?



This week we turn to the story of Samuel and Eli to explore the theme of
authority. Authority is one of the foundational heart issues in both parenting
and leadership. How we respond to authority, and how we exercise it, shapes
character, obedience, and the ability to flourish under God’s guidance.

Eli served as priest and mentor to Samuel, but his children failed to listen to
him. His sons abused their positions, and Eli’s failure to correct them fully led
to consequences for his family. Samuel, in contrast, was called by God to
listen, obey, and exercise authority faithfully. The story highlights the
difference between authority that is rooted in God and authority that is
misused or ignored.

As you read 1 Samuel 1–3 and 1 Samuel 8 this week, pay attention to:
How Eli’s partial submission to God’s law impacted his household
How God calls, teaches, and equips Samuel to respond with obedience
How the misuse or neglect of authority can have lasting consequences

This narrative challenges us to consider our own exercise of authority in
parenting, leadership, and family life. God entrusts us with responsibility over
others, especially children, and calls us to exercise it with wisdom, courage,
and consistency. True authority is never about control or domination; it is
about leading hearts toward God.

As you read this week, ask God to help you lead with integrity, patience, and
the perspective that all authority ultimately belongs to him.

AUTHORITY
WEEK FOUR

SAMUEL AND ELI

And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord
and with people.
1 Samuel 2:26
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HERE’S A GREAT INTRODUCTORY VIDEO
TO THE BOOK OF 1 SAMUEL



PRAY
Father, you are the ultimate authority and you have given authority to me.
Teach me how to use it wisely and give me grace to do it today.

READ
1 Samuel 1:1-28

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 4
DAY 1
MONDAY, MARCH 02, 2026
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PRAY
Father, you are the ultimate authority and you have given authority to me.
Teach me how to use it wisely and give me grace to do it today.

READ
1 Samuel 2:1-11

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 4
DAY 2
TUESDAY, MARCH 03, 2026
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PRAY
Father, you are the ultimate authority and you have given authority to me.
Teach me how to use it wisely and give me grace to do it today.

READ
1 Samuel 2:12-36

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 4
DAY 3
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 04, 2026
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PRAY
Father, you are the ultimate authority and you have given authority to me.
Teach me how to use it wisely and give me grace to do it today.

READ
1 Samuel 3:1-21

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 4
DAY 4
THURSDAY, MARCH 05, 2026
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PRAY
Father, you are the ultimate authority and you have given authority to me.
Teach me how to use it wisely and give me grace to do it today.

READ
1 Samuel 4:1-22

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 4
DAY 5
FRIDAY, MARCH 06, 2026
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PRAY
Father, you are the ultimate authority and you have given authority to me.
Teach me how to use it wisely and give me grace to do it today.

READ
James 4:1-10

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 4
DAY 6
SATURDAY, MARCH 07, 2026
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WEEK 5
SERMON NOTES
SUNDAY, MARCH 08, 2026

SPEAKER:

SCRIPTURE: 

MAIN POINTS OR OUTLINE

OBSERVATIONS

EACH SUNDAY, WE GATHER TO HEAR FROM GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND IN FAITH.
THIS GUIDE IS MEANT TO HELP YOU ENGAGE WITH WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING
THROUGH HIS WORD.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN IDEAS FROM TODAY’S READING AND MESSAGE?

WHAT STOOD OUT IN THE READING OR TEACHING? WHAT WORDS, PHRASES, OR IDEAS
CAUGHT YOUR ATTENTION?
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GOSPEL CONNECTION
HOW DOES THIS TEACHING POINT TO JESUS? HOW AM I BEING ENCOURAGED TO
LOVE AND TRUST CHRIST RATHER THAN MYSELF OR SOMETHING ELSE? HOW DOES
THE GOSPEL BRING HOPE, CORRECTION, OR RENEWAL?

MY RESPONSE
WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT ASKING ME TO BELIEVE, REPENT OF, OR DO IN RESPONSE
TO THIS MESSAGE?

SMALL GROUP/FAMILY DISCUSSION
SUGGESTIONS
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HEAD — WHAT DID YOU LEARN?
What new perspective did you gain from the sermon or reading?
Did this challenge your understanding of God or the Christian life?

HEART — WHAT MOVED OR CHALLENGED YOU?
How did the message speak to your emotions or desires?
Was there a moment where you felt the Spirit prompting you to trust or
repent?

HANDS — WHAT WILL YOU DO?
What specific action or next step will you take in response this week?
How might the teaching this week impact a relationship, your work, or
how you relate to God this week?



This week we conclude with the story of Ruth to explore the theme of rest and
mercy. Ruth’s life is a vivid picture of God’s faithfulness, the beauty of his
grace, and the blessing of finding refuge in him. In the midst of loss,
uncertainty, and vulnerability, God’s mercy provides rest, protection, and hope.

Ruth, a Moabite widow, chose loyalty and faithfulness over comfort and
familiarity. Her courage to follow Naomi and embrace the God of Israel
opened the door for God to provide for her, restore her, and place her in the
lineage of King David—and ultimately, the Messiah. Boaz, as her kinsman-
redeemer, illustrates God’s mercy in tangible, protective, and life-giving ways.

As you read Ruth this week, watch for:
How Ruth’s trust and faithfulness open her to God’s provision
How Boaz models protective care and mercy
How God’s grace transforms ordinary circumstances into a story of
redemption

This narrative encourages us rely on God’s presence, and extend mercy in our
own homes. Parenting, like Ruth’s story, is often filled with moments of
uncertainty and hardship, yet God’s grace allows us to act faithfully, love
sacrificially, and trust him for provision. God’s grace brings rest, even in
difficult circumstances. As you read this week, notice his faithful provision,
rejoice in his mercy, and consider how he might use you to extend grace and
hope to your family and others.

REST AND MERCY
WEEK FIVE

RUTH

May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded
by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take
refuge.
Ruth 2:12

54



©2026 FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH | FCCHUDSON.COM
55

HERE’S A GREAT INTRODUCTORY VIDEO
TO RUTH



PRAY
Father, my only hope for me and my family is that you would be gracious to
help us. Increase my faith today as I read about Ruth and teach me to trust you
with my family.

READ
Ruth 1:1-18

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 5
DAY 1
MONDAY, MARCH 09, 2026
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PRAY
Father, my only hope for me and my family is that you would be gracious to
help us. Increase my faith today as I read about Ruth and teach me to trust you
with my family.

READ
Ruth 1:19-2:13

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 5
DAY 2
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026
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PRAY
Father, my only hope for me and my family is that you would be gracious to
help us. Increase my faith today as I read about Ruth and teach me to trust you
with my family.

READ
Ruth 2:14-23

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 5
DAY 3
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026
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PRAY
Father, my only hope for me and my family is that you would be gracious to
help us. Increase my faith today as I read about Ruth and teach me to trust you
with my family.

READ
Ruth 3:1-18

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 5
DAY 4
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026
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PRAY
Father, my only hope for me and my family is that you would be gracious to
help us. Increase my faith today as I read about Ruth and teach me to trust you
with my family.

READ
Ruth 4:1-12

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 5
DAY 5
FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026
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PRAY
Father, my only hope for me and my family is that you would be gracious to
help us. Increase my faith today as I read about Ruth and teach me to trust you
with my family.

READ
Ruth 4:13-22

S:

O:

A:

P:

WEEK 5
DAY 6
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026
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Unless the Lord builds the house, 
those who build it labor in vain. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, 
the watchman stays awake in vain.
 It is in vain that you rise up early 

and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; 
for he gives to his beloved sleep.

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
the fruit of the womb a reward.

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
are the children of one's youth.

Blessed is the man 
who fills his quiver with them! 
He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

PSALM 127
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