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READINGS & 
MEMORY VERSES

Lent - Pentecost



WHY MEMORIZE SCRIPTURE?

As the Lead Pastor of Good Shepherd my dream to that one 
day every member of our community will spend time in the 
Bible every day. You may be thinking, “every day? Isn’t that a 
lot?” But think about it. There are a lot of things we do every 
day. The things we love. The things that matter most. I hug 
my kids every day. I drink coffee every day. I breathe every 
day. Those things the bring joy and life? Of course we do 
them each day. 


God wants to spend time with you every day.  
The God of the universe wants to spend time with you. 
Every day. 


The most consistent way God has for us to do this is to 
enter into God’s story in scripture. Listen for God to speak 
to you. Pray through the story and the message. If you 
commit to this simple practice, every day, I believe you will 
be amazed at what happens in your heart, your mind, and 
your life. 


Wonder how to start?  
I suggest a simple practice of Lectio Divina.  
1. Read a short passage (one of the readings for the week)		  
	 - What word or phrase stands out to you? Sit with it. 
2. Read it a second time. Slowly.  
	 - What do you sense God saying to you in this?  
3. Read it a third time.  
	 - Pray. Simply talk to God.




I hope you will join me in this practice of spending time with 
God in the Bible each day. 


May the Holy Spirit grant you the space and patience to 
dwell in the Word.  
May the presence of Jesus permeate your heart and your 
home.  
May the love of the Father surround you completely, 
overflowing into your daily life. 


In Christ,  
Pastor Josh


Psalm 119:15  
I will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your 
ways.  
 
Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.


Deuteronomy 6:7-9 
“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your 
heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, 
fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 




  



LENT 1


FEBRUARY 18

Memory Verse

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.”


- Mark 1:14-15


First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for 
me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy 
the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I 
have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
15I will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters 



shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 
17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 
that I have established between me and all flesh that is 
on the earth.”

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
 1To you, O Lord,
  I lift up my soul.
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to 
shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
 4Show me your ways, O Lord,
  and teach me your paths. 
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
trusted all the day long.
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
  for they are from everlasting.
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my 
transgressions;
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for 
the sake of your good ness, O Lord.
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice



  and teach the lowly your way.
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and 
faithfulness
  to those who keep your covenant and your 
testimonies. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation 
to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved through water. 21And 
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him.

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 



11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 
the angels waited on him.
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

LENT 2


FEBRUARY 25

Memory Verse

For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it.


- Mark 8:35


First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will 



make my covenant between me and you, and will make 
you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his 
face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my 
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you.”
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you 
shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I 
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. 
I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings 
of peoples shall come from her.”

Psalm: Psalm 22:23-31
 23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s 
line, give glory.
  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.
 24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in 
their poverty; neither is the Lord’s face hidden from 
them;
  but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear 
the Lord.



 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your 
hearts live forever!
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the Lord;
  all the families of nations shall bow before God.
 28For dominion belongs to the Lord,
  who rules over the nations.
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in 
worship;
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, 
shall kneel before the Lord.
 30Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet 
unborn,
  saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation.
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is 
the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 



the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead 
and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 
become “the father of many nations,” according to what 
was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 
19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered 
the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to 
him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours 
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was 
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised 
for our justification.

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.32He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 



you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.”
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
35For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.”

LENT 3


MARCH 3

Memory Verse

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength.


- 1 Corinthians  1:25


First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17



1God spoke all these words:
 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall 
have no other gods before me.
 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the 
form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third 
and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.
 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name.
 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six 
days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you 
shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, 
your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it.
 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days 
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you.
 13You shall not murder.
 14You shall not commit adultery.
 15You shall not steal.



 16You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor.
 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 
not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, 
or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.

Psalm: Psalm 19
 1The heavens declare the glory of God,
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
 2One day tells its tale to another,
  and one night imparts knowledge to another.
 3Although they have no words or language,
  and their voices are not heard,
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their 
message to the ends of the world,
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again;
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the 
soul;
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to 
the simple.
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light 
to the eyes.
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;



  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether.
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than 
much fine gold,
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
 11By them also is your servant enlightened,
  and in keeping them there is great reward.
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses?
  Cleanse me from my secret faults.
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous 
sins; let them not get dominion over me;
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a 
great offense.
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight,
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 



proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength.

Gospel: John 2:13-22
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those 
who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 
17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to 
him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken.



LENT 4


MARCH 10

Memory Verse

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep 
for words.


- Romans 8:26


First Reading: Proverbs 8:1-2, 14-20
1 Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding 
raise her voice? 
2 On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she 
takes her stand; 
14 I have good advice and sound wisdom; I have 
insight, I have strength. 
15 By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; 
16 by me rulers rule, and nobles, all who govern rightly. 
17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me 
diligently find me. 
18 Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealth and 
prosperity. 
19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,
and my yield than choice silver. 
20 I walk in the way of righteousness, along the paths of 
justice, 



Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Gospel: John 14:25-26, 16:7,12-14
14:25 “I have said these things to you while I am still 
with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, 
and remind you of all that I have said to you. 

16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 
to you. 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  
14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you.  

LENT 5




MARCH 17

Memory Verse

They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.”


- John 12:21


First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12



 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
steadfast love;
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
  and cleanse me from my sin.
 3For I know | my offenses,
  and my sin is ever before me.
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil 
in your sight;
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your 
judgment. 
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
  a sinner from my mother’s womb.
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
  and would have me know wisdom deep within.
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
 8Let me hear joy and gladness;
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins,
  and blot out all my wickedness.
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God,
  and renew a right spirit within me.
 11Cast me not away from your presence,
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10



5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, 
but was appointed by the one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son,
  today I have begotten you”;
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever,
  according to the order of Melchizedek.”
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who 
was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was 
a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 
9and having been made perfect, he became the source 
of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order 
of Melchizedek.

Gospel: John 12:20-33
20Now among those who went up to worship at the 
festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 



there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor.

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler 
of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

PALM SUNDAY


MARCH 24

Memory Verse

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus.


- Philippians 2:5


First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12



9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10He will cut off the 
chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command 
peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to 
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for 
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I 
will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I 
declare that I will restore to you double.  

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus



  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel: Mark 11:1-11
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage 
and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two 
of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 
and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it 
back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a 
colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What 
are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what 
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then 
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 
it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they 
had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and 
those who followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna!
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord!
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor 
David!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”



 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; 
and when he had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

EASTER SUNDAY


MARCH 31

Memory Verse

So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had seized them; and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.


- Mark 16:8


First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to 
the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 



doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the 
good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 
received, in which also you stand, 2through which also 
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to 
believe in vain.
 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in 
turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 
7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also 



to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, 
I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it 
was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe.

Gospel: Mark 16:1-8
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 
so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And 
very early on the first day of the week, when the sun 
had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been 
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked 
up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 
on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said 
to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he 
is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But 
go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had seized them; and they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.



EASTER 2


APRIL 7

Memory Verse

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”


- John 20:21


First Reading: Acts 4:32-35
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of 
one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. 33With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There 
was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need.

Psalm: Psalm 133
 1How good and how pleasant it is,
  when kindred live together in unity!
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the 
beard,



  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar 
of his robe.
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the 
hills of Zion.
  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life 
forevermore. 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what 
we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 
we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and 
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 
us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard 
so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may 
be complete.

 5This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 
do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 



from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so 
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Gospel: John 20:19-31
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.”

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.”



 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.”

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name.

EASTER 3


APRIL 14

Memory Verse

See what love the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are.


- 1 John 3:1a


First Reading: Acts 3:12-19



12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do 
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though 
by our own power or piety we had made him walk?
13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in 
the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 
release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and 
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the 
dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his 
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom 
you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus 
has given him this perfect health in the presence of all 
of you.
 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, 
as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what 
he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 
Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Psalm: Psalm 4
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on 
me and hear my prayer.
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”
 3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful;
  the Lord will hear me when I call.



 4Tremble, then, and do not sin;
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices,
  and put your trust in the Lord.
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord.
 7You have put gladness in my heart,
  more than when grain and wine abound.
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep;
  for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure. 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7
1See what love the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin 
is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who 
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him 
or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he 
is righteous.

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48



36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48You are witnesses of these things.”

EASTER 4


APRIL 21

Memory Verse




I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me.


- John 10:14


First Reading: Acts 4:5-12
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes 
assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners 
stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by 
what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 
how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of 
you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
  it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we 
must be saved.”

Psalm: Psalm 23
 1The Lord is my shepherd;
  I shall not be in want.



 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
  and leads me beside still waters.
 3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right 
pathways for your name’s sake.
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is 
running over.
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his 
life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who 
has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help?
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but 
in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we 
are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 
him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him.



 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe 
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us.

Gospel: John 10:11-18
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 
15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. 
And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other 
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 
my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command 
from my Father.”

EASTER 5




APRIL 28

Memory Verse

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear. 


- 1 John 4:18a


First Reading: Acts 8:26-40
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So 
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
   so he does not open his mouth.
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
  Who can describe his generation?



   For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 
good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed 
the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.

Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear 
the Lord.
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, let those who 
seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the Lord; all the families of nations shall bow before 
God.
 28For dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the 
nations.



 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in 
worship; all who go down to the dust, though they be 
dead, shall kneel before the Lord.
 30Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet 
unborn, saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as 
the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the 



day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We 
love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love 
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Gospel: John 15:1-8
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make 
it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by 
the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 
you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disciples.”



EASTER 6


MAY 5

Memory Verse

You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. 


- John 15:16


First Reading: Acts 10:44-48
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Psalm: Psalm 98
 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous 
things, whose right hand and holy arm have won the 
victory.



 2O Lord, you have made known your victory you have 
revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to 
the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen 
the victory of our God.
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp,
  with the harp and the voice of song.
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord.
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
  the world and those who dwell therein.
 8Let the rivers clap their hands,
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who 
comes to judge the earth.
 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
  and the peoples with equity.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has 
been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers 
the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?



 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth.

Gospel: John 15:9-17
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call 
you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another.”

EASTER 7




MAY 12

Memory Verse

And now I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one.


- John 17:11


First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers 
(together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had 
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David 
foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 
those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during 
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they 
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and 
said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in 



this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for 
them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles.

Psalm: Psalm 1
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in 
the seats of the scornful!
 2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they 
meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not 
wither; everything they do shall prosper.
 4It is not so with the wicked;
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when 
judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of the 
righteous.
 6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is 
greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 
testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of 
God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do 
not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing 



in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 
11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life.
 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life.

Gospel: John 17:6-19
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to 
those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; 
I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in 
your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be 
lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I 
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world 



so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you 
to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong 
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you 
have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth.”

PENTECOST


MAY 19

Memory Verse

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.


- Acts 2:3-4


First Reading: Acts 2:1-21
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] 
were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 



heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability.
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.”
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 
and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for 
it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what 
was spoken through the prophet Joel:
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares,



 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
 and your young men shall see visions,
  and your old men shall dream dreams.
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
   and they shall prophesy.
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above
  and signs on the earth below,
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness
  and the moon to blood,
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious 
day.
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’ ”

Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
 24How manifold are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you 
have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms 
too many to number, living things both small and great.
 26There go the ships to and fro,
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
 27All of them look to you to give them their food in due 
season. 
 28You give it to them; they gather it; you open your 
hand, and they are filled with good things.
 29When you hide your face, they are terrified;



  when you take away their breath, they die and return 
to their dust.
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
  and so you renew the face of the earth.
 31May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
  O Lord, rejoice in all your works. 
 32You look at the earth and it trembles;
  you touch the mountains and they smoke.
 33I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
  I will praise my God while I have my being.
 34May these words of mine please God.
  I will rejoice in the Lord.
 35bBless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah! 

Second Reading: Romans 8:22-27
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.



Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 
27You also are to testify because you have been with 
me from the beginning.
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going 
to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where 
are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things 
to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he 
will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe 
in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned.
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For 
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.”
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